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Time with USU’s Joyce Kinkead has
always been a more-than-class experience. The professor, administrator,
researcher and every other influential
noun extraordinaire listens to, hears
and nourishes students and souls
and the nation has noticed. Joyce
Kinkead: USU’s latest Carnegie
Professor of the Year for Utah.
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With all the talk about our carbon footprint, USU’s Bruce
Bugbee thinks it’s high time we start thinking about our
water footprint and our global food print, too. Discover
what additional “ideas worth sharing” Bugbee and other
presenters floated at this year’s TEDxUSU event, sponsored
by the Office of Research and Graduate Studies.

26 A TEAM
Jim Laub is, by far, the most
generous and enduring supporter of
Aggie Athletics. He’s changed the
heart of this place and he knows
the “glow of victory” or a specific,
transcendent moment in sports
can change things even more.
Fascinating.
28 ALUMS OF NOTE
A handful of Edward R. Murrow
Awards and some Pulitzers to
boot? One-time Utah Statesman
photographer Tim Rasmussen seems
to have prizes piling up a mile high
around him these days.
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The story of us as seen in a few
freshmen faces.
Donna Barry, University Photographer.
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Carnegie Professor of the Year Joyce Kinkead.
Donna Barry University Photographer

Nation Notices Joyce Kinkead,
USU’s Perennial Everything
College 101 is English 101. Maybe coming-of-age-college is Math 101 too, but who’s
counting when Mailer and Maya Angelou are your own models, and the only Newton
you care for is fig, definitely not Isaac.
My first English class in college, and I’m older than my teacher. It’s 1982 and
English 101 with Dr. Joyce Kinkead — Don Porter and I in the back (“me,” not I, in
the back way back then). We think we can write. We have beards, after all. We own
The Utah Statesman. We are with this new teacher, her first quarter on the job, where
students enroll to learn about writing. And they do. We do. Been writing ever since.
But Kinkead 101 in totality, even back then, is a more-than-class experience. The
phenomenon that is Joyce Kinkead at your university is a place where students learn
subject matter, yes, but in the perennially optimistic and challenging land of Kinkeadia,
she also feeds them things that take them up their mountains. After 30-plus years as
teacher/mentor extraordinaire, as pedagogic innovator and undergrad research champion, as selfless leader and lifelong learner herself, someone at the national level took note.
Joyce Kinkead is USU’s latest Carnegie Professor of the Year for Utah.
Kinkead’s mark is evident at Utah State, and her mark is not just figurative. There
are rooms at the library dedicated to her. Plural. Rooms: A “wall of fame” at the entrance
2 UTAHSTATE I WINTER 2014

honoring her commitment to undergraduate research; the Kinkead Honors
Study Area upstairs, a tribute to her focus
on undergraduate education; plaques
lining another floor showing USU’s
prestigious Rhodes, Goldwater, Truman
and Marshall award winners, the results
in-part of Kinkead’s unwavering devotion
to helping students set those trajectories
early. There is the annual “Joyce Kinkead
Outstanding Honors Scholar Award.”
You get the point.
President Stan Albrecht calls her a
“servant-leader,” someone always selfless in her commitment to students, the
university and to her faculty colleagues,
all of whom she has championed. Yet

NEWS @ US U

it is not overreaching to say Kinkead is
Carnegie Professor of USU Carnegie
Professors. Ask them. She began the
push to get USU’s best professors into
the Carnegie fray, and there are 12 others
now from USU. They are a Who’s Who
of star professors, poster-prof mentors,
diligent over-worker bees honored with
Carnegies and, in every case, honored
more significantly by their students. (Dr.
J is Lucky 13 in 2013, as she puts it, luck
having nothing to do with it, of course.)
It is wrong to say she established
USU’s undergraduate research program.
Ask her and she’ll again put on her
champion-for-others hat and say USU’s
program began in 1975 — the second
oldest undergraduate research program in
the country. But it is safe and fair to say
she enhanced the program — considerably, dramatically, meteorically — when
she became director. Another Carnegie
Professor calls her USU undergraduate research’s “coordinator, spokesperson, fundraiser and godmother.” She inaugurated
the Utah Conference on Undergraduate
Research, as well as Utah’s annual “Posters
on the Hill” event at the state capitol,
which highlights best student research at
universities from around the state.
She creates opportunities for students to jump into academia as undergrads. She started the Writing Fellows
Program, the Undergraduate Teaching
Fellows Program, the Undergraduate Research Fellows Program, and her
undergraduate students have published in
refereed journals and co-authored chapters of books with her. And she listens to
students — listens, and responds. As vice
provost for undergraduate education, she
met with students and asked “what works
and what needs work” as part of her
assessment of undergraduate education.
The result? Changes in curriculum management, improved retention rates and
even the creation of Aggie Blue Bikes, a
program that allows students to check out
bicycles to use around campus.
Always a faculty member at heart,
even as she moved into administrative

roles, she continued to teach in the classroom each year. Awards on campus piled
up: “Top Prof,” Humanist of the Year,
Diversity Award and the ASUSU Faculty
Service award. Perhaps most rewarding,
in 2011, Honors students selected her to
deliver the coveted annual “Last Lecture”
to campus. Her title: Standing on Boo
Radley’s Porch: The Importance of Story,
presented to a packed auditorium of,
what else, students and colleagues there to
learn, of course, but also to honor someone whose stamp on USU is profound.
Almost as an afterthought to all
the Carnegie “teaching” accolades, great
teacher and student mentor that she is,
Kinkead also is her college’s Researcher
of the Year in 2013, with three books
published in the past three years and 11
books and 51 articles and chapters to
her name. She is a pioneer in the world
of writing centers and writing programs,
and her subject matter is diverse and
alive: Utah women in literature, farm
women in literature, email as a pedagogic
tool, computers (barely alive back in
1982) as a writing tool. She is the digital
English teacher, a “glogging” English
teacher (graphics+blogs), a Facebook
teacher these days — always the technology of the now. The stuff that works,
anyway, and she’ll figure that part out.
To know Joyce Kinkead is to know
USU’s strengths. In fact, Public Relations
101 at USU — to add a more personal
homage — is Kinkead 101 too. Need
a compelling student tale to highlight
for media? Email Joyce. Need a specific
student anecdote, say, an out-of-state
freshman researcher, in science, for speech
fodder? Ask Joyce. Need a superstar story
for a USU web page feature? Don’t worry,
Joyce has already emailed. With the details, complete, quotes included, student
already prepped, interview time set. She’s
one step ahead of you. And that step is
a high one. For which we at Utah State
University are thankful.
— Tim Vitale ’92
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World-moving thinker Dr. Lars Hansen ’74.
Photo courtesy of The University of Chicago.
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One Question for a Nobel Laureate …
Phone rings. Life changes. You hang up — numb. Then, phone rings again, and again,
and again, and again, and suddenly everyone in the world wants an interview and they
want to know every little thing about you. What was your reaction? How do you feel?
Who are your mentors? Who have you mentored? What makes you tick? Were you surprised? And speaking of prize, what will you do with your share? How much thought have
you given to the pending reception and lectures in Stockholm? How do you spell King
Carl XVI Gustaf of Sweden anyway? Did you ever, in your wildest dreams think …?
Well … yeah. As it turns out, Dr. Lars Peter Hansen ’74 has done his fair share of
thinking. He’s built an astonishingly influential career on thinking. He’s moved the world
through his thinking. The man never stops thinking. His thinking, in fact, is what cemented his share of The 2013 Sveriges Riksbank Prize in Economic Sciences in Memory
of Alfred Nobel. Everyone who knew him during his undergrad days at Utah State University, from one-time classmate Doug Anderson (now the dean of the Huntsman School
of Business) to professors like Bartell Jensen, who gratefully pointed to, and then nudged
him toward the path of exceptional thinking, is saying Lars Hansen seems to have always
been thinking. ALWAYS.
Which got us to thinking. “About what?” In between all the interviews, after all the
questions and articles and theories and books and dissertations and studies and worldrattling equations and napkin epiphanies and maybe even gala-formal-wear fittings, what
is it these days that Dr. Lars Hansen finds truly worthy of his thinking?
And so we asked. One question for a one-time Aggie now recognized by everyone on
the planet as one astonishing thinker:
“What one paper or abstract you’ve authored would you most like read and understood by world leaders and why?”
And he answered.
“My work has long focused on questions of how risk and investors’ uncertainty about
the future are reflected in asset prices and play out in the economy,” Hansen said. “Right
now, one of the questions that fascinates me is that a lot of people are rushing to create
policies to regulate financial systems to manage risk, but they are doing this without much
information. I have some concerns about the unintended effects of trying to control this
so-called ‘systemic risk’ when we can’t really define or measure it very well. I’ve written a
book chapter about some of these measurement and modeling challenges. We’re studying
those issues in a research initiative at the Becker Friedman Institute for Research in Economics at the University of Chicago (where I am research director). Through that project
I’ve had an opportunity to talk with officials at the Federal Reserve, the Bank of England,
the European Central Bank and other agencies about this problem, and we’re working
together to build tools to address it. That’s an issue I’d like more policymakers to be aware
of,” Hansen said.
Think about that. Dr. Lars Peter Hansen has. And as a Nobel Laureate, he thinks it
matters — which, the world would do well to think, too.

IN ECONOMIC SCIENCES

NOBEL PRIZE

You can read the chapter Dr. Hansen referenced in its entirety at: http://www.larspeterhansen.org/documents/FC_2012_Risk_BookSRMM_Challenges_in_Identifying.pdf
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USU Eastern campus in Price, Utah.
John DeVilbiss photo.

USU Eastern Celebrates 75 Years of Transformation
Born 75 years ago in the depression years of the 1930s and reborn in the recession years
of the late 2000s as USU Eastern, it is a product of its surroundings, grounded in the
toughness and work ethic of those who built the mines around it — people not afraid
to work and certainly not adverse to risk. They may have to tunnel through tons of
sedimentary rock to reach their goal, but they’ll get there, eventually.
These are the people who have sent their sons and daughters to this homegrown
college for them to grow their own opportunities at home and away. Glance through
the list of alumni and one readily sees how successful this endeavor in higher education
has been for the modest communities of eastern Utah; the way it has changed lives and
opened doors.
The scrappy college, which nearly closed in the 1950s, celebrated its golden jubilee
in October under the theme of “transforming lives.” It knows a thing or two about
changeover and is not bullied by it.
6 UTAHSTATE I WINTER 2014
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“We are very much a transition college,” said USU Eastern Chancellor Joe
Peterson. “We don’t need to out Y the Y
or out U the U. Our value proposition
has to do with transformation. It’s the
thing we do that others don’t do as well.”
USU Eastern gladly takes in a
student demographic that is often not
prepared for college or not often decided
about professional and life goals. It is a
role that the college specializes in and has
since it first opened its doors. It comes
from understanding that not all students
are alike. Some are late bloomers while
many others are simply not given the
same opportunity and access to rudimentary education.
The fact that USU Eastern provides
an environment that nurtures extraordinary students while fostering students
with extraordinary challenges is a distinctive attribute.
It is the value proposition that Peterson talks about. It’s a college for prepared
students who want to become great students and a college with an open door for
less prepared and undecided students to
transform into prepared and decided. The
formula seems to be working with USU
Eastern graduating nearly twice as many
of its students compared to all of its peer
institutions and earning a top three in the
nation recognition for student graduation
and transfer rate success.
It is why Peterson believes much of
the early nervousness about the merger
three years ago has dissipated. What has
remained is a general optimism for the
college.
Of course, there have been a few
hurdles along the way, including agonizing disruptions caused from realigning
departments and positions to taking a
great deal of heat when proposing to cut
back or eliminate popular programs such
as cosmetology.
As the community changes, adapts
and grows, Peterson said, the college
will be there every step of the way. It is a
promise he can make because he knows
that USU Eastern is, as USU President
Stan Albrecht envisioned, part of one

university that is geographically dispersed.
The spirit of that message is that a baccalaureate offered in Price or Blanding is a
USU baccalaureate.
The potential of USU Eastern is to
be a destination baccalaureate institution
in the same way that Logan is a destination baccalaureate and graduate institution, he said.
“If we start cranking out 40 to 60
baccalaureates every year, people will start
thinking of us not in terms of a small
community college but in terms of an
emerging baccalaureate producer, like
the young Weber State and Utah Valley
University,” Peterson said.
Tons of sedimentary rock has never
stopped anyone before in this region. If
they support it and want it as badly as
their chancellor does, they’ll roll up their
sleeves, make course adjustments and get
there, eventually.
— John DeVilbiss

These are the people who have
sent their sons and daughters
to this homegrown college
for them to grow their own
opportunities at
home and away.

Glance through the list of
alumni and one readily sees
how successful this endeavor
in higher education has been
for the modest communities of
eastern

Utah; the way it has
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LETTERS AND COMMENTS
regarding this issue to:

UTAHSTATE
www.utahstate.usu.edu

VOL. 19, NO. 4 WINTER 2014

Jared Thayne
Utah State University
Advancement
1440 Old Main Hill
Logan UT 84322-1440

In
Your

or mageditor@usu.edu

Face
The USU story revealed
in a few photos of
fascinating freshmen

WINTER 2014 I UTAHSTATE

7

NEWS @ US U

Inventor and David G. Sant Innovation Fellowship
holder Nate Ruben, with smiling inspiration, Hyrum.
Donna Barry University Photographer.
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What’s there to watch? Only the best thing ever
They say that necessity is the mother of invention. In today’s world, that might include a
father as well, or, perhaps, an entire family.
When Utah State University student Nate Ruben and his wife, Sarah, became the
parents of a premature son they named Hyrum, Nate’s parental instincts kicked in along
with his innovative side. Although healthy, Hyrum was a preemie and that brings potential health concerns — and stress and worry.
But, as a student in USU’s Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering,
Ruben’s engineering side took over.
“I thought there was a need to develop a baby monitor that would allow parents to
check the heart rate of an infant remotely — from any location — when the baby was
sleeping,” he said. “It could be done through a raw video feed, but there wouldn’t be a
monitor on the baby. And, importantly, since babies often sleep in the dark, the monitor
would need to work without full light.”
The idea for that monitor became the core of Ruben’s senior project but it also led
to a proposal submitted as part of his application for the Sant Fellowship in the ECE
department.
The generosity of USU alum David G. Sant, who died in 2008, and his wife,
Diann, included the creation of the David G. Sant Innovation Fellowship. The award
is presented to a graduate student on the basis of his or her research proposal, scholastic
achievement and potential for contribution in the field of electrical engineering.
Ruben took his idea of the baby monitor, already in the works as part of his senior
project, and expanded it in his proposal that he submitted to the fellowship committee.
After review by the faculty group, he was selected to receive the Sant Fellowship, which
includes a cash award to be used to support his education and an additional cash
award to be used for the development and production of the proposed project now christened “Baby Watch.”
In a nutshell, Ruben’s idea for Baby Watch incorporates several features, but it is used to monitor the child’s
heart rate, something that is especially important
in premature babies. Now, thanks to the Sant
Fellowship, Ruben has added a second function
to the monitor — respiration rate.
In Ruben’s prototype, there is no “equipment” on the baby. The monitor is in the room
with the baby and provides raw video — via
an infrared camera that can “see” in the dark,
then, working through any web browser and with
a variety of apps, a parent can check the heart rate
or respiration rate status of the child by using any
electronic device from a smart phone to a tablet. And the
fact that the monitor does not have to be physically placed
on the child is an important concept.
Ruben is now fine-tuning his ideas — making sure, for instance
that ‘light flicker’ — something we cannot see — does not interfere with
the infrared camera and induce false readings.
“The Sant Fellowship makes all this possible,” Ruben said. “I’m a student with a family to support and that leaves me very little time to ‘tinker.’ The
project would have been impossible without the fellowship.”
— Patrick Williams ’74
WINTER 2014 I UTAHSTATE 9
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THE STORY OF US IN THEM

T

he prospects were startling.
But did we actually believe
faces could become story?
More succinctly, could photos of
zingy Aggie freshmen, pretty much
plucked out of a sea of faces —
friendly and worried and hurried and
humming and soaring faces — communicate the collective Utah State
story in all of its depth and promise?
Umm, yeah! Just look at them;
diving headfirst as a group into the
compelling, who-knows-where-itends-up journey we call an education. Individually representing
parents, maybe entire extended
families, who could never dare dream
this, who themselves would maybe
never get this chance. Surrounded
by, exposed to, and generating their
own sparkling ideas; chin-deep in the
steady current of moments that just
might shape everything they do the

rest of their days.
What amounted to a camera
set up in a dark studio over three
afternoons in a back hallway of the
Taggart Student Center (we know,
kind of creepy … sorry…) prefaced
only by a couple of social-media invitations and, OK, an old-fashioned
shout out or two — “Hey! Are you a
freshman?”— produced the captivating, tell-all gift that graces the pages
to follow.
The Aggie story, narrated in fascinating freshman faces, individually
poignant, but collectively profound.
The Aggie story, whittled willynilly into 32 unique chapters that
include: a 6-year-old’s searing memory of teachers sprinting down the
hallway on Sept. 11, 2001, and the
subsequent “wall of smoke … slowly
coming” toward his home after
school is canceled on that otherwise

Photos by Donna Barry, University Photographer
10 UTAHSTATE I WINTER 2014

bluebird day; a separation from parents while fleeing ethnic cleansing in
Myanmar followed by a two-month
ditch into the jungle with an aunt
and uncle and then the liberating
days of UN-sponsored, life-changing
education in a Thai refugee camp
which germinates today’s irrepressible
smiles; a future player in the NFL
— or professional artist — obsessed
with Greek mythology; a 16-year-old
Legacy student who started classical ballerina training at 5 and then
graduated high school early to get a
jump on life; another Legacy dancer,
who, while touring Turkey, picked up
blood parasites, and, as a little girl,
was regularly sung the Aggie fight
song by the coolest grandmother
ever; a girl named America, who has
“an acquired taste for hot sauces,”
puts “lime on everything,” and confesses a guilty penchant for Spanish

Hser ‘Chapter’ Doh,
Myanmar. Interested
in computer science.
Parents could not read
or write my native language. Fled civil war.
Favorite sport is Takraw.
People person; those
who know me think I’m
the funniest person ever.
Kai Galbiso, San
Diego, Chicago,
New York, Salt
Lake City. Business major. Was
a state student
delegate for Utah.
Kicker. Lived in
New York on 9/11.

soap operas; a volunteer in the Syrian
Arab Red Crescent who unabashedly
proclaims, “I will be in the United
Nations one day, to help make a
difference around the world…;” a
competitive volleyballer who turned
down scholarships and hasn’t regretted it — not for one minute — now
passionate about discovering more
about her “half-Samoan” heritage; a
polyglot named Roman, who lived
in a Ukrainian orphanage from age
4 to 13; a future snowmobile or
truck designer who restored his first
car at 13 and is here for the “amazing engineering program;” one in
a baker’s-dozen graduating class of
13 total students, now breathing anything and everything biology, fueled
and inspired by the “awesome” Vicki
Rosen; a Peter-Pan fan, who, upon
stepping onto campus, experienced
an overwhelming feeling of being

Paige
Mickelsen,
Lindon,
Utah. Exercise science/occupational
therapy.
Parents and
five kids
picked up
and moved
to England
when I was
four. Love anything involving adventure. And, as much as I may never
admit it, still sleep with my favorite
childhood stuffed polar bear.

home, “like magic;” a writer who
aspires to wind up Utah State’s most
successful ever; a goal-oriented happy-seeker who has already carded his
hole-in-one; a pre-med humanitarian
who “would give people anything”
if she could; and a nursing student
whose biggest fear is of needles.
Can the USU story be told in a
few fascinating freshmen faces? Yes.
Thankfully, beautifully, wondrously
YES! And oh, what a riveting tale.
— Jared Thayne ’99

Maria Sorenson, Puyallup,
Wash. Interested in human
movement science and
giving service. Have a new
desire to work as hard as
I can, so I can control my
future. Dream: Improve the
lives of other people with
the work I end up doing.
Kaleb Stanton, Payson,
Utah. Major: electrical engineering. But music is my
passion. USU has inspired
my creative side; I would
really love to make videos.

WINTER 2014 I UTAHSTATE 11

Camille Harmer, Idaho Falls,
Idaho. Business administration
major, Aggie Alumni Legacy
beneficiary, I am a 16-year-old
who started training as a classical ballerina at the age of 5.

Shalai Matagi, West Valley City,
Utah. Sociology major who
played competitive volleyball,
turned down several scholarships to come to USU. Huge
book worm. USU Ambassador.

Nich Ifkovits, Atlanta, Ga.
USU’s Huntsman School of
Business; can actually fly a
bicycle — that’s right, fly!
vimeo.com/47788847

Devan Walkenhorst, Oakley,
Utah. Psychology or U.S. history.
Brother and sister each earned
a master’s degree from USU.
People here have made me want
to become a better person.

Christian Ashliman, North
Logan, Utah. Have the mind
of an entrepreneur and “am
much more motivated than
most kids my age.” Titanium
plate holding together bones
in my wrist.

Kayleigh Olsen, Layton, Utah.
Nursing major whose biggest
fear is needles. “HUGE” Boston Red Sox fan.

Steven Miller, Draper, Utah. Art
major; football walk-on, obsessed with Greek Mythology.
Inspired by passionate professors, new friends I’ve made here
who’ll be friends I have forever.

12 UTAHSTATE I WINTER 2014

Wafaa Arbash, Syria. Social
work. Through Syrian Arab
Red Crescent, helped refugees arriving in my town. I
have friends all over the world,
and will be a part of the
United Nations one day.

Roman Wendelboe, Provo,
Utah, via Ukraine. Interested in
computer engineering; used to
speak French, now just English,
Russian and Ukrainian. I want to
participate in as much service
and in as many sports as I can.
And I want Google to Google
me as a potential employee.

Allie Huish, Hyrum, Utah. Major:
biology. Can’t get enough of
lacrosse; something about winter makes me super happy; and
can’t even hide my excitement
every time I learn more.
Sarah Burgett, South Jordan, Utah. Major: MIS. Mom a
BYU grad, dad attended the
U of U. I wanted to create
my own memories. Inspired
by: the compassion I’ve
witnessed in USU’s different
service groups.

Gavin Noorda, West Jordan, Utah.
I like every kind of sport, love
campus and the USU environment.
Appreciate the kindness of people
here. Will leave with a degree —
maybe a wife.

Nathan Affleck, Salt Lake City,
Utah. Creatively tackling USU’s
Caine College of the Arts.

Thanousack ‘Andy’
Chanthalyxay, Logan, Utah. I
want to go to school for something I absolutely love doing
(networking and business marketing), rather than something
I’d be stuck doing.
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America Quesada Andrade,
Jerome, Idaho. Political science
major who has lobbied at the
Idaho State Capitol and already
lost my voice twice on game days.
USU Ambassador; love cheesy
80s movies and telenovelas.

Laura McLevish, Park City,
Utah. Major: animal, dairy
and veterinary sciences.
Grew up on east coast; will
never move back. I want to
be a large-animal vet.

Matt Minaga, South Jordan, Utah. Accounting. Am
100-percent Japanese; have
recorded a hole-in-one.
Dream: master’s degree, own
a business, motivate others
to be successful and happy.

Braden Clark, Payson, Utah.
Broadcast journalism. Have already
written for The Deseret News, aiming for KSL, ESPN. Coolest things:
buying nice clothes, being trendy,
my Sig Ep brothers.

Carlee Larson, Burley, Idaho.
Grandma used to sing the Aggie
fight song to me when I was a
little girl. Folk danced my way
around Turkey; was hospitalized
with blood parasites; can never
be a blood donor.
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Katie Rees, Salt Lake City.
Pre-med/psychology. Love
to help people in need and
would give them anything if I
could. Seeking humanitarian
work, domestic and abroad.
Serving on committees for
Habitat for Humanity and Aggie Health.

Juan Bautista Camillo Mejia, Dominican Republic. Quietly, fashionably studying in the College of
Agriculture and Applied Sciences.

Kengo James Adachi,
Bountiful, Utah. Business
administration, involved in
leadership, Asian Student
Association. Stepping off
the bus here was like magic.
Loud and crazy, but I absolutely love writing poetry.

Alex Werling, Brigham City,
Utah. Undeclared; came for
the social life and lots of good
programs to explore. Can always
crack a joke, but also a pretty
open person who wears heart
on sleeve. Surprised at how welcoming everybody has been.

Lowell Groberg, Salt Lake
City, Utah. Am 100-percent
Hawaiian, really impressed
with the Jon M. Huntsman
School of Business, love just
going up the canyon or taking
a drive to Bear Lake.

Sheriden Baugh, Brigham
City, Utah. Mechanical engineering. Way more productive since I moved here.
Restored first car at 13, hope
to one day design and build
new snowmobiles or trucks.

Jordan Price, Layton, Utah.
Major: business administration. Adrenaline junkie: skiing,
dirt bike. Inspired by student/
parents “in their mid 40s”
working so hard to study.

Maegen Christensen, Bancroft, Idaho (one in a graduating class of 13). Biology. Don’t
like hamburgers. On two intramural volleyball teams; looking
for a basketball team.
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Professor Bruce Bugbee checks another crop of hydroponic wheat.
Donna Barry, University Photographer.
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Bruce Bugbee:

Turning WATER

FOOD

INTO

With all the talk about our carbon footprint,
we should also be talking a little more about our
water footprint, “and even more importantly, our
global food print,” says Bruce Bugbee, professor
of crop physiology in the department of Plants,
Soils and Climate in Utah State’s College of
Agriculture and Applied Sciences.
Bugbee was one of the presenters at this year’s TEDxUSU event, sponsored by USU’s Office of Research and Graduate Studies, which featured eight
leading thinkers from a variety of backgrounds and celebrated “ideas worth
spreading,” all tied into this year’s theme, “Survive.”
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In his talk, “Turning Water Into
Food,” Bugbee posits, “The type of food
we eat has a greater impact on the environment than the cars we drive.”
In fact, Bugbee says, “Eating a
hamburger is equivalent, in water use, to
taking an 80-minute shower.”
To illustrate his concerns, Bugbee
showed his globe, which he says he’s
used for over 30 years to understand
three-dimensional relationships of things.
Always imagining the height of the raised
mountains on his globe to be diminished
relative to their actual height, Bugbee
pulled out his micrometer a few years ago
and, based on the height of Mount Everest and the diameter of the Earth, “was
shocked to find that the mountains were
not diminished, but were considerably
embellished.”
“Needless to say, this was a very destabilizing day for me,” Bugbee quipped.
But he realized that if the height of the
mountains is embellished, the depth of
the oceans represented on his globe is
similarly thin.
To help people grasp the importance
of that epiphany, Bugbee presented his
“analysis of spheres,” where the volume
of all the water on his scale model globe,
if rolled up into a ball, is represented by
a ping pong ball. But 97.5 percent of
the water on Earth is salt water, Bugbee
reminds us, “which cannot be used for
drinking or irrigating our food crops.” So

Nancy Hills
“Make Do and Mend”
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the volume of fresh water on Earth, in
relation to his globe, then becomes the
size of a small, blue marble. But even the
marble over-represents the world’s useable
fresh water because, Bugbee points out,
99 percent of the freshwater in the world
is frozen in glaciers, mostly in Greenland
and Antarctica.
The remaining one percent is the
available water in lakes, rivers and accessible groundwater, which is represented
by a sphere the size of a mustard seed in
relation to Bugbee’s globe.
“So this mustard seed volume of water recycles and recycles and sustains life
on the planet. Each of us consumes about
a gallon of water each day in the water we
drink and in the food we eat. We use another 20 gallons each day for cooking and
washing — washing our dishes, washing
our clothes and washing ourselves. We
can see this water. We can easily measure
this water. What we don’t realize is that
it requires several hundred gallons of
water each day to grow the food we eat.”
In fact, Bugbee says, “70 percent of the
water we use is dedicated to growing our
food.”
Bugbee then explains the complexities of the Earth’s water cycle — the sun
shining on oceans, evaporation, rain,
groundwater, our “few thousand years
of experience” in creating ways to reuse
rainwater before it gets back to the ocean.
But as soon as we want to grow plants —

David Rosenberg
“Near Optimal to Survive
and Thrive”

Norman Augustine
“Survival of the American
Dream”

n

say wheat to produce a loaf of bread —
the amount of water required to feed the
planet quickly increases.
“We refer to our efforts as getting
more crop per drop,” Bugbee says, but
the fact remains, “It still takes 100 gallons
of water to grow enough wheat to make a
loaf of bread.”
And that’s something Bugbee
understands in exquisite detail. Over the
years, NASA has funded much of his
research on the physiology of plants in
the controlled environments of space.
Bugbee and his students have cross pollinated and developed varieties of wheat
to produce just the right plant height and
other characteristics for ideal cultivation
on the International Space Station. To
get more rapid growth rates and to better
control the water use, he’s grown so much
hydroponic wheat in USU Research
Greenhouses that he can tell you how
many days old a plant is just by looking
at it.
So to make one final point, Bugbee
pulls out a circle of green felt, a toy house
and a Playmobil figurine scientist to build
a “space farm.” He’s calculated the area
required to sustain life, notes the requirement of continuous production and then
places some green felt atop the spacefarmer’s house, because the structure sits
on some of the needed crop area. “Every
photon is precious,” he says. And then
Bugbee covers the entire operation with

Angelo Merendino
“Photo>1000”

a transparent dome, designed to “recycle every molecule of water and grow
the plants at just the right speed so the
oxygen and carbon dioxide stay in perfect
balance.” Put a rocket under it, launch
it into space and we have a life support
system for space travel, Bugbee says.
Only what if Dr. Figurine Scientist
wakes up one morning and decides he
wants an egg for breakfast? The area of
the space farm has to increase to grow
food for a chicken.
What if Dr. Figurine
Scientist wants a glass
of milk? The space farm
increases again to grow
food for a cow.
And, “if he wants to eat the national
average of 25 percent of his calories from
animal products, the required crop production area doubles,” Bugbee says. “And
the water requirement doubles.”
After demonstrating his point,
Bugbee closed by saying, “My colleagues
and I will get up every day and work
to improve water use efficiency in food
production, but small changes in our
diets can have a bigger effect on water use
than years of research. Please think about
your global food print the next time
you put food into the garbage disposal.
Please think about the mustard seed and
consider eating less meat. This is the diet
for our small planet.”
— Jared Thayne ’99

Joanna Endter-Wada
“Water Needs and Wants”

John Dehlin
“The Ally Within”

You can view videos of all the presentations from TEDxUSU 2013 at
http://rgs.usu.edu/tedxusu/

Mike Christiansen
“Listen to the Technology”

WINTER 2014 I UTAHSTATE

19

Aggies on the
In the Utah Senate, the Lt. Governor’s

HILL

office and in the House of Representatives,
Utah State University alumni are making
the decisions that matter
Legislators in Utah arrive on Capitol Hill shaped by a variety
of life backgrounds, of course, and the pressing issues in the
districts they serve can seem even more divergent. But for 45
days each year — slightly more, if special sessions are called —
Utah lawmakers are called upon to work side-by-side, building
on already established common ground, or attempting to find
strength in their experiential differences.
How that all shakes out by the end of the session is always
of great interest to the public and to public institutions, like
Utah State University. These debates and deliberations and decisions, made over such a short span, really matter, and they matter
in far reaching ways — sometimes for decades to come.
So, with the 2014 legislative session fast approaching, we’d
just like to remind Aggies throughout the state that they may

20 UTAHSTATE I WINTER 2014

have more in common with their representatives than they think.
In fact, Senate Pres. Wayne Niederhauser ’84, ’85 M.S., and
newly confirmed Lt. Gov. Spencer J. Cox ’98 are but two of a
total of 19 Aggies on the hill. We think you should get to know
them all.
“As Utah’s land-grant institution USU shares a close connection to the State Legislature,” said USU Pres. Stan L. Albrecht. “We are fortunate to have a number of legislators who
understand us well, from the perspective as a former student at
USU, parents or grandparents of current USU students, or just
by taking the time to visit and explore USU. I hope each legislator feels a sense of pride for what Utah State University stands
for, not only in Logan, but across the state of Utah.”

Utah Senate President Wayne Niederhauser, one of
19 Aggies on Capitol Hill. Jared Thayne photo.
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At Peace with the Climb
On Mountains or in the Utah State Senate,
President Wayne Niederhauser is Deftly
Leading the Adventure
The annual Snowbird Bicycle Hill climb is a steep, hard pull. It
ascends 3,500 vertical feet in just 10 miles from Sandy, Utah,
through the contorting Little Cottonwood Canyon with its
granite monoliths, S-curve banks and moose-stomped drop-offs
to the river below. But Wayne Niederhauser finished the race in
the 56-minute range, “respectable,” by anyone’s reckoning.
The crampon-pierced route to the summit of Mt. Rainier
— “the most heavily glaciated peak in the contiguous United

States,” says the National Park Service — is likewise, a respectable climb. People train for Everest there. That gain, Niederhauser can tell you, is a lung-wringing 9,000 feet over some
eight miles.
But it’s actually a 500-foot drop in elevation from the Logan
home Niederhauser shared with his parents during his student
days at Utah State University to the third floor of the Utah State
Capitol, where he currently serves as president of the Utah State

AGGIES in the SENATE

LYLE W. HILLYARD
Senate District 25

PETER C. KNUDSON
Senate District 17
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WAYNE NIEDERHAUSER
Senate District 9

ALLEN CHRISTENSEN
Senate District 19

JERRY W. STEVENSON
Senate District 21

But once he became a legislator himself,
he quickly discovered that lawmaking
in

Utah is, for the most part,

still the work of everyday people

—

people trying to put one foot in front
of the other while making progress toward
lofty, overarching goals.

Dunn Communitcations

Senate. Still, it’s been the kind of climb people have come to
expect from the outdoor sports-loving accountant, a respectable
climb by anyone’s reckoning — especially the senator’s own.
Truth is, years before he was ever elected, Niederhauser ’84,
’85 M.S., remembers being “scared to death” as he went before
the legislature holding a citizen’s stake in a community issue. “It
was very intimidating,” he says.
But once he became a legislator himself, he quickly discovered that lawmaking in Utah is, for the most part, still the work
of everyday people — people trying to put one foot in front of
the other while making progress toward lofty, overarching goals.
“We forget that as legislators,” Niederhauser says. “We’ve got to
realize that we’re just common folk, nothing special, and people
should be made to feel comfortable in coming up and talking
to us.”
Serving the state with that in mind, Niederhauser says, has
given him a sense of confidence and meaning. “It’s added value
to my purpose that I didn’t have before,” he says.
As senate president, of course, Niederhauser’s work takes a
different track than does the work of most of his colleagues. He
is forced to consider the full spectrum of issues and has had to
accept the fact that sometimes, “personal feelings need to take a
back seat to the feelings of the body as a whole.”

Dear Abby, Thanks — Thrilled and
Beaming at Utah State University
Spencer Cox ’98 was
a freshman GOP lawmaker from rural Fairview, Utah, when he
got the call from Utah
Gov. Gary Herbert.
Now Cox —
who has said he once
had plans to attend
Brigham Young University after getting an
associate’s degree from
Snow College, but was
kindly compelled by
his future wife, Abby
Utah Lt. Gov. Spencer Cox
‘99, and her immediate-family collection of 22 Utah State University degrees to
attend USU instead — is Utah’s new lieutenant governor
It all happened over a blink of surprise-filled days this
fall. In September, former Lt. Gov. Greg Bell said he would
be giving up the post to return to the private sector. On Oct.
8, Herbert announced he had selected the 38-year-old Cox to
replace Bell, and then on Oct. 16, after a unanimous Senate
confirmation at the end of a special legislative session, Cox was
sworn in before a friendly crowd in the formal Gold Room of
the Capitol.
Cox, who also graduated near the top of his class from
Washington and Lee law school in Virginia, is seen by associates and friends as an articulate, hard-working, farm-raised
intellect, driven to community service by the example of his
father, Eddie, who served on the Fairview City Council, a
term as mayor and as a Sanpete County Commissioner. Spencer Cox likewise has served as Fairview’s mayor, as a Sanpete
County Commissioner and on the Fairview City Council,
but told The Deseret News those efforts were all in the name of
civic duty, not political aspiration.
“People with political aspirations usually don’t move to
Fairview, Utah,” said Cox.
After his January 2013 election to the Utah House of
Representatives, Cox served on a number of committees, including the Higher Education Appropriations Subcommittee
and as co-chairman with Bell — with whom he worked at the
same law firm — on the Governor’s Rural Partnership Board.
USU’s Neil Abercrombie, director of Federal and State
Relations, said Cox is a bright and thoughtful leader who, as
the vice-chair of higher education appropriations, worked hard
to understand all sides of a policy debate.
“I’m sure he will approach his role as lieutenant governor the same way,” Abercrombie said. “USU will miss him
on higher education appropriations, but we look forward to
working with him in this new role.”
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In fact, he says, “There are a couple of things that I’ve voted
on over the last few years that I wouldn’t have voted on if I had
been a legislator in a non-leadership role. But because leadership
had taken a position on it, I felt like I needed to support the
leadership.”
That level of negotiating can bring about “fairly high-level
conflicts,” and there’s obviously a “certain threshold” he wouldn’t
cross, Niederhauser says, but sometimes, after he’s had the opportunity to express his own feelings and the legislative body
simply doesn’t agree, the only thing left for the president to do
is to drop the ego and begin picking out a new route toward the
ultimate goal — just like he would do while backcountry skiing,
rock climbing, mountain biking or white-water kayaking. And
though he might chuckle when then queried about the associated rewards of serving as senate president, Niederhauser knows
rewards, indeed, will eventually come.
“It’s just personally fulfilling to be in a position where you
can affect policy to a high degree,” he says, “policy for our state,
for our communities. You’re not the end-all, be-all, but in a
position to kind of steer issues in a direction and to lead out on
some issues.
“I would say that probably is the biggest reward for most

legislators: being able to be right in the middle of those
discussions.”
Still, the senate summit affords its own unique view of policy
making, a vantage point from which “it becomes less of a personal
agenda and more of a group agenda that you can actually lead out
on,” Niederhauser says. Leadership then becomes a creative process, the senate president says; identifying Utah’s key issues (taxes
and education seem always to be on the table) and then leading
out with the right steps becomes an art.”
As senate president, Niederhauser has also tried to shape
the work of the senate body around context. Like flatting out on
a road race, it frustrated him mightily when, as a non-leading
legislator, he found himself voting on important issues in education, transportation or any other thing without knowing where
they were headed in the long run. Sometimes, seemingly good-fit
policies can become mere distractions, he says. As a result, the
Niederhauser senate — and he’s being joined by his colleagues in
Utah’s House of Representatives, too — attempts to fit short-term
bills and policy discussions into the context of where it believes the
state wants to be 10 or 20 years from now.
That may appear to be some pretty fundamental thinking, a
rather obvious approach coming from Niederhauser, the Certified

AGGIES in the HOUSE of REPRES

ROGER E. BARRUS
House District 18

JACK. R. DRAXLER
House District 3

GAGE H. FROERER
House District 8

DANIEL MCCAY
House District 41

DIXON M. PITCHER
House District 10

MELVIN R. BROWN
House District 53

H. CRAIG HALL, Jr.
House District 33

KAY L. MCIFF
House District 70

MICHAEL E. NOEL
House District 73

JON COX
House District 58
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Public Accountant who holds both bachelor’s and
master’s degrees in accounting from USU’s Huntsman School of Business, but it’s exactly the kind of
thing that is fueling his ascent at the Capitol.
“There are not too many numbers people; not
too many people with a budgeting background,” the
senator says. “So right from Day 1, I was able to add
to the process. The biggest issue that we deal with
every year is the budget.”
Oh, and beyond his degrees in accounting
being “HUGE,” Niederhauser says he’s consistently
reminded of two other USU springboards that may
have yielded his seat at the senate summit: basic
principles of economics he learned in Reed Durtschi’s class, and an entry-level exposure to political
science with USU’s Dan Jones, a brace of Aggie
icons to be sure.
“I’m reminded of that quite frequently,” Niederhauser says chuckling. “Those two classes have
been a great help to me in the legislature.”

SENTATIVES

R. CURT WEBB
House District 5

RONDA RUDD MENLOVE
House District 1

CURTIS ODA
House District 14

PARTNER
with IOGP
— Aggies today,

LEADERS
TOMORROW

It’s 2,084 miles from where the sagebrush
grows in Logan, Utah, to the cherry blossoms
of Washington, D.C., but USU students
travel this distance frequently. In making this
journey these students are not just satisfied
with learning about the political arena, but
want to experience it. We invite USU alumni to
help support this experience by donating to our
intern travel, housing, or academic scholarships.
Or help open doors for additional internship
opportunities.
For more information contact the
USU Institute of Government and Politics
(IOGP) at 435-797-0257 or visit our website:
www.usu.edu/IOGP

A TEAM

Cache Valley Electric CEO Jim Laub
with the company’s first delivery truck.
Jared Thayne photo.

Jim Laub:
Giving Where

ONE’S HEART LIES
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Cache Valley Electric CEO Jim Laub ’74
was there at Citi Field, Flushing, New
York, when Yankees closer Mariano Rivera
left the bullpen to take the mound in the
bottom of the 8th inning of the 2013 AllStar Game. Laub was there when people
rose up and applauded, there when they
wept. He was there when million-dollar
athletes stepped aside for Rivera’s swansong tip of the hat, checked their own egos
at the dugout and stayed off the field in
respect, away from the lights of self-validation they had sought their entire lives.
Laub was there when the world — appropriately — stopped, if only for a blink, to
honor a single man and his contributions
to human achievement, and to the universality and elevating power of virtuosity. Jim
Laub experienced the sustained magic a
single moment in sports can yield. And it
wasn’t the first time.
With his son, Laub tries to attend
every summer’s Major League Baseball
All-Star Game. It’s an effort that goes far
beyond reliving his hot-corner glory days
as a third baseman at Utah’s Logan High
(he also — straighten your lips — played
center on the Grizzlies’ football team). It’s
quality time together, to be sure, but it’s
also homage to the power of the arena,
where such singular moments are so often
pregnant in possibility, in opportunity and
in transcendence.
It’s perhaps not right, and Laub knows
that; there can be too much emphasis on
sports. In fact, he says, “…it’s crazy, maybe
doesn’t make sense, but that’s just the way
our country is wired.” He knows just how
quickly we can become blinded by trifling
things, so he continually tries to keep his
priorities in check, makes room for regular
introspection.
“There’s obviously no way that supporting athletics or several other programs
would compare in importance to supporting a cure for cancer, for instance,
or trying to cure children’s diseases,” says
Laub, who, after giving millions, is by far
the most generous and enduring supporter
of USU athletics — ever. But then again,
he has also witnessed the profound impact

A TEAM

He has also witnessed
the profound impact a coach can make on one kid,
and the ensuing transformational impact that kid can make on a community.

Laub has seen what he calls the “glow of victory” permeate geography,
become something tangibly meaningful to an entire university

— not just for a few seconds after the horn blows, but for months,
maybe decades to come.

a coach can make on one kid, and the
ensuing transformational impact that
kid can make on a community. Laub has
seen what he calls the “glow of victory”
permeate geography, become something
tangibly meaningful to an entire university — not just for a few seconds after
the horn blows, but for months, maybe
decades to come. There is some “unifying factor” in sports, Laub said, so he has
opened his pocketbook for his beloved
Aggies again and again.
In truth, the philanthropy of Carol
and Jim Laub is far-reaching and diverse.
He sits on the boards of several community organizations — some which focus
their energies on blessing the lives of our
most senior loved ones, others that open
the world to society’s most fragile, children who may not otherwise ever experience access. It’s just that Aggie athletics,
perennially, seem the perfect beneficiary
fit for Laub’s philanthropic philosophy.
“No. 1, I think everyone should give,
whether it’s $5, $50 or $500, whatever
the case may be,” he said, “and I think
everybody should first give locally. Then
I think a person should give where their
interests are, where their heart lies. Fortunately in this country, there are people
who have broad interests. My interest
happens to be athletics.”
But Laub also holds fast to another
— more ingrained — personal tenet.

“My dad taught me many, many years
ago, that when you give something you
do it with no strings attached. When you
make a contribution, that’s what it is: a
contribution, in the most sincere terms.
That’s what philanthropy is. And that’s
one thing I’ve tried to carry on,” he said.
He’s done it well. In fact, Aggie
insiders now celebrating USU’s inauguralseason of participation in the Mountain
West Conference know, deep down, the
move would never have materialized
without Laub’s self-proclaimed “great love
for the institution.” Through his steady
and sustained string of gifts, he has, in
fact, changed the face of Aggie athletics:
The Stan Laub Center, The Chuck and
Gloria Bell Soccer Field, The Jim and
Carol Laub Academics-Athletics Complex and now the Wayne Estes Center,
a basketball practice and volleyball
game-day facility still underway. He’s put
big-time lights in Romney Stadium and
given six-figure nods to Aggie basketball,
the Football Excellence Fund and to the
President’s Touchdown Club. But Jim
Laub has changed the heart of this place,
too. And, for the first time, maybe, he is
ready to consider that.
“You know the satisfaction that I get,
really — whether it’s seeing the Aggies
in the Mountain West or the great success the university has had under Pres.
Albrecht — is that I don’t believe — and

this applies to my company, too — that
Logan, Utah means playing the little
brother or little sister to any other university, or company, in Utah, or anywhere
else,” Laub said.
“For so many people there seems to
be an inferiority complex associated with
Logan and that’s maybe evolved over
years. But I don’t buy that,” Laub said.
“So when these projects finish, when the
Aggies win a bowl game, or a conference
championship, to me it’s just a chance
to put our stamp on it: we deserve to be
right up here at the head of the class with
everybody else. We all have the potential
to be whatever it is we decide to be,”
Laub said.
And one person — or couple, or
corporation — can lift the world, right?
“They can make a tremendous difference,” Laub said.
After all, virtuosity is universally
elevating. Jim Laub learned that — on
the field, from Mo Rivera.
“That was a great moment,” Laub
said. “I’ve enjoyed a lot of great moments
in athletics.”
— Jared Thayne ’99
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ALUMS of NOTE

HEAR, HEAR
Utah State University’s Department of Music has released two new albums for all to enjoy — Aggie Songs, full of USU spirit, and Devotion, a collection of sacred choral music.
“These albums show the energy and creativity of students and faculty here at USU,”
said Cory Evans, director of the choral program and associate professor in the Caine
College of the Arts.
The department recorded the two albums at St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church
in Hyde Park, Utah, last April. The project brought together various people across campus for Aggie Songs, an album featuring the famous songs and chants of USU, ranging
from the Old Main tower bells to The Scotsman.
“I have wanted to do an album like this for some time,” said Evans. “When I received a phone call from facilities stating they had found the original Old Main carillon
tubular bells and offered to hang them so we could record their sound, I had to do it
right then.”
The original bells hung in Old Main tower from 1915 until 1978. When facilities
finished the scaffolding to hold them, the pipes stood almost 20 feet tall and were 7-feet
by 7-feet square.
“I got the chills when I heard them played,” said Evans. “They are a tangible connection with the past.”
Devotion features the USU Chamber Singers, an ensemble composed of 30 students
who perform a wide range of choral styles and periods in appearances locally, regionally
and nationally. The group has performed at Carnegie Hall in New York, the Palace of
Fine Arts in Mexico City, Mexico and Tchaikovsky Hall in Moscow, Russia. The ensemble’s first CD, Show Me Thy Ways: Choral Music of Daniel E. Gawthrop, was released
in 2010 and was nominated for a Grammy Award in three categories.
The albums are both available on iTunes and through Amazon, the Utah State
University Campus Store and the Utah State University Alumni Association offices,
435-797-2055 or toll free 800-291-2586.
— Kara Rindlisbacher ’12

Send your news to:
Utah State University
Utah State Magazine
1422 Old Main Hill
Logan UT 84322-1422
mageditor@usu.edu

1960s
Tom Willis ’64 now serves as an
independent trustee and the audit
committee chair for the public mutual
funds managed by Pacific Life Insurance
Company in Newport Beach, Calif. Tom
has retired from PricewaterhouseCoopers
concluding a 38-year career there.
Peter Kranz ’65 M.S., ’69 Ph.D., has
been promoted to full professor in the
department of educational psychology at
University of Texas Pan American.
Elizabeth Richards ’68 M.S. (clothing and textiles) was one of five international conservators invited to speak at
The Present and Future of Conservation
for Organic Artifacts sponsored by The
Cultural Heritage Conservation Science
Center of the Government of Korea.
Dr. Richards discussed the running of a
private textile conservation practice with
examples of three artifacts: a 1912 baptism dress, a 1898 Northwest Mounted
Police tunic and a circa 1910 Grenfell
Rug from Labrador. She is a Professor
Emerita of the University of Alberta and
lives in Edmonton, Alberta, Canada.

1970s

Old Main ’s original bells.
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Robert K. Towry, Jr., ’72 received
a Ph.D. in forest policy from Colorado
State University in May. He returned to
graduate school after some 33 years in
state wildlife management, retiring from
the Colorado Division of Wildlife as a
State Wildlife Manager. Future plans
include completing some publications
and exploring opportunities to share and
strengthen implementation skills and
capacities to support collaborative wildlife
and land management.

ALUMS of NOTE

Robert A. Priestley ’76 has joined
Kent State University College of Applied
Engineering, Sustainability and Technology as assistant professor of aeronautics.
Priestley graduated with a forestry degree
from USU and was set to work for Rexburg Lumber in Rexburg, Idaho, upon
graduation. On the day of graduation,
however, the Teton Dam collapsed and
wiped out his job for which he interned.
Priestley was a licensed pilot while attending USU and parlayed his BS degree and
pilot skills into a full-time job as an air
traffic controller. Priestley worked at five
different control towers in the course of
his career and worked through the controller strike in 1981. He retired form the
FAA after 28 years in air traffic control.
Priestley then worked as an air traffic
instructor at the FAA Academy in Oklahoma City for four and a half years while
attending grad school where he earned an
MS in aerospace administration and logistics. Kent State University has a vibrant
aviation program and is part of the FAA’s
Collegiate Training Initiative for training future air traffic controllers. Priestley
and his wife Debra (Scearce) ’78, live in
Enon Valley, Pa.

THE FLYING JOHNSON BROTHERS

Shane W. Johnson

Dirk J. Johnson

Lt. Col. Shane W. Johnson ’90, recently retired form active Air Force duty after more than 20 years. Last stationed
at Andrews Air Force Base in Maryland, he was part of the
89th Airlift Wing, flying the Gulfstream III, V and 550,
assigned to transport the nation’s “Top 5,” namely the vice
president, first lady, secretaries of state and defense and
the chairman of the joint chiefs. He flew several aircraft,
including the C-21, KC10, U-2, T-38, C-20, C-37 A&B
and the MC-12W. He’s now flying corporate for JR Miller
Enterprises out of Salt Lake City.
Lt. Col. Dirk J. Johnson ’92, will be retiring in January
after 21 years active duty. Currently stationed in Las Vegas,
he is flying the Air Force HH-60G Pavehawk and has been
commander of the test support squadron. In all of his assignments, his family has most enjoyed being stationed in
Iceland and Hawaii. He’s been deployed “numerous times”
to support several operational missions in the Middle East.

1980s
George Babey ’83 M.S., retired
after 30 years of fisheries work across the
United States. He performed fisheries
research and management work in eight
states. As supervising fisheries biologist
in Connecticut, he led 2,000 volunteers
and staff who introduced 5 million
people to their local aquatic resources.
Emphasis was always on teaching families
about aquatic ecology outdoor ethics,
fish ecology, and fishing techniques.
Babey’s group of instructors taught 8,000
family fishing courses and took 150,000
people fresh- and saltwater fishing. Many
student-families were from urban centers
where the team helped develop trout
and catfish fisheries to meet local needs.
Babey maintains Utah State experiences
and training were absolutely crucial to
success in his rewarding career.

Janet Ward Johnson ’57, an accomplished painter herself,
who has seen the sun rise on Mongolia and other unforgettable and scenic corners of the globe, wrote in to say it
is actually her four Aggie sons who take her breath away.
Back in their days on campus, all four Johnson brothers
participated in Air Force ROTC, three went on to “proudly serve their country” in the U.S. Air Force, Janet says.

Lt. Col. Dana Tex Johnson ’95, is currently serving as
the Air Force Chief in the office of security cooperation in
the U.S. Embassy in Santiago, Chile. He has 18 years of service under his belt,
flying multiple aircraft including the T-34, T-1, T-43 and C-130, the latter of
which he has flown on operations throughout Europe, Africa, Southwest and
Southeast Asia, Central and South America and the Pacific. He’s classified as a
Foreign Affairs officer which plays into his current assignment and was part of his
2007-2010 stint as the Air Attaché to the government of El Salvador. Of their 11
stations, wife Anne and their four children count Alaska, North Carolina and El
Salvador as their most memorable.

Dana J. Johnson

Seems to us, someone ought to commission mom Janet to have her Aggie flyers
and their AFROTC brother Daren ’96 sit for a painting. The problem, she says,
is that they never seem to be found together at any one specific spot on the globe.
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ALUMS of NOTE

MILE-HIGH PILE OF PRIZES
Tim Rasmussen ’88, assistant managing editor of photography at The Denver Post was one
of a handful of journalists there to be recognized in the 2013 National Edward R. Murrow
competition, sponsored by the Radio Television Digital News Association in October.
Rasmussen and his colleagues Joe Amon, Mahala Gaylord and Meghan Lyden were
recognized for their three-part video series Heroin in Denver, which Rasmussen produced
and edited. LINK: http://www.denverpost.com/heroin
In addition to that series Rasmussen’s team also won Edward R. Murrow awards for its
coverage of the 2012 Colorado fire season, and for Aurora Heroes, its continuing coverage of
the internationally followed movie-theater shooting in Aurora.
The Murrow Awards have, since 1971, celebrated the level of excellence Edward R.
Murrow himself set as the industry standard in electronic journalism.
Rasmussen, who during his days on campus, made photographs for The Utah Statesman
and other media outlets, has also had work featured in Newsweek, Men’s Health, Entertainment Weekly, Parade, Philadelphia Inquirer Magazine, The Associated Press, The Los Angeles
Times, The Washington Post and Mademoiselle. He authored a story and photo essay cover
package for the New York Times Magazine.
As director of photography at the Fort Lauderdale, Fla.-based Sun Sentinel, Rasmussen’s
staff was named a Pulitzer finalist for hurricane coverage in 2004 and 2005.
His seven years in Denver, however, where he oversees the Post’s daily
photography and video report staff, have been marked by nod after
professional nod, including two individual feature photography
Pulitzers for Craig F. Walker for stories Rasmussen edited
and the 2013 Pulitzer Prize for breaking news reporting.
So that’s Ras, whose shutters make us shiver.

.............................

Tim Rasmussen
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at once,
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Travel with the

AGGIES
“
”

The world is a book, and those who do not
travel read only one page.
—St. Augustine

The Utah State University Alumni Association Travel with the Aggies
program gives Aggies and friends opportunities to see the world and
continue their educational experiences, so pack your bags and visit faraway
lands with us. Explore countries, cultures, and marvel at natural beauty
while making lasting friendships around the globe.
Below is a list of our current Travel with the Aggies opportunities.
For complete information or to reserve your space, contact
Scott Olson at (800) 291-2586, scott.olson@usu.edu, or visit

www.usu.edu/alumni/travel.

Upcoming Programs
Kentucky Derby Weekend
May 1-4, 2014

Greek Isles Odyssey
May 14-22, 2014

Turkey: The Cradle of Civilization
May 31-June21, 2014

Paris to Normandy

for 70th Anniversary of D-Day
June 30-July 8, 2014

Baltic Marvels

August 13-21, 2014

IN MEMORIAM

Through October 15, 2013

1930s

Jacob A. Fuhriman ’37 Att, Aug. 18, UT
Zetta Benson Peterson ’38, Sept. 6, UT

1940s		

Max G. Abbott ’49, ’51MS, Oct. 6, UT
Myrene Thomas Alvord ’40, Aug. 20, AZ
Monte D. Bailey ’40, Oct. 5, ID
Ted B. Bernhisel ’43, Sept. 2, UT
Dean Barnes Bradshaw ’46 Att, Sept. 29, UT
Edgar Call ’48, ’50, Sept. 17, UT
Eldon R. Child ’49, Sept. 17, UT
Janis R. Curtis (Falck) ’49, Oct. 7, UT
Dwight R. Dixon ’42, Sept. 3, UT
Bert Fisher ’46 Att, Aug. 15, AZ
Golden Forsberg ’47, Oct. 11, ID
Mary C. Giannopulos ’47, Aug. 24, IL
LaGene G. Hansen (Harris) ’42 Att, 		
Sept. 9, UT
C. Erik Hedborg ’41, Apr. 18, CA
Robert L. Homer ’49, Aug. 17, UT
William H. Isom ’40, ’51MS, Apr. 9, CA
Walden Weaver Johnson ’48, Sept. 12, UT
Anna Lyle Jones (Price) ’45, Aug. 14, UT
Paul J. Kuhni ’48, Sept. 5, UT
Orvel H. Ladle ’40, May 11, UT
Naomi E. Lunt (Dillman)’42, Oct. 10, UT
Marie Nielson (Sorensen) ’44, Sept. 12, ID
Major A. Nilson ’49, Sept. 24, CA
Ralph T. Silver ’48, Aug. 27, UT
Homer Reed Simonsen ’42 Att, May 1, UT
Marjorie J. Smart ’42, Aug. 22, UT
Carol Steinacker (Bateman) ’48, Sept. 18,
UT
Edison J. Stephens ’41 Att, Aug. 17, UT
Shirley Petersen Wright-Litchfield ’43 Att,
Oct. 7, WI
C. Elden Yorgason ’47, Oct. 8, UT

1950s		

Janet Allen (Jorgensen) ’58, Sept. 19, UT
Francis S. Amussen ’50, Aug. 1, IN
DeVon F. Andrus ’55, Sept. 21, UT
Frank G. Bingham ’59, Sept. 11, CA
K. Richard Boulter ’53, Sept. 28, UT
Connie Jean Bunn (Philips) ’53, Aug. 18, UT
June F. Call (Firth) ’51, Sept. 29, UT
Virginia Carter (Beutler) ’56 Att, Sept. 16,
ID
Keith J. Chapman ’56, Oct. 3, UT
Ruth S. Eyre (Swenson) ’51, Oct. 3, UT
C. Dennis Funk ’53, Aug. 26, UT
I. M. Gary Gourley ’50, Aug. 18, UT
Ruth J. Hale (Judy) ’50 Att, Sept. 10, UT
Joyce Hansen (Romer) ’51, Aug. 23, UT
Wilford J. Hanson ’53, Aug. 18, UT
Roy M. Harris ’52, ’54MS, ’71PHD, 		
Jul. 29, CA
John R. Hayes ’59 Att, Aug. 11, ID
Kaye Horrocks (Petersen) ’58, Oct. 3, UT
Golden L. Larsen ’51, ’54MS, Aug. 22, WA
Lima Bon Stowell Leavitt (Jensen) ’58 Att,
Oct. 20, UT
Paul H. Maeser ’52, Sept. 13, ID
Nicholas Masellis ’57, Oct. 9, CA
Troy M. Miller ’52 Att, Sept. 5, UT
Bennie Mortensen ’56, Aug. 20, UT
Lucinda T. Nilson (Thurston) ’52 Att, 		
Sept. 28, UT
Norman Nuttall ’55, Sept. 16, UT
Vera L. Palmer ’50, Aug. 19, UT
Burdette A. Peterson ’51, Sept. 9, OR
Robert Armstrong Pollock ’54 Att, 		
Sept. 5, WA
Maude Jeppson Richards ’50, Aug. 30, UT
Merle J. Rognrud ’54MS, Oct. 6, MT
Wayne J. Russell ’59, Sept. 26, UT
Joseph S. Skelly ’53, Jan. 24, IL
Elvin D. Taysom ’50MS, Oct. 6, AZ
Allan Earley Wahlstrom ’55 Att, Aug. 20, UT
Lael Jay Woodbury ’52, Sept. 24, UT
Gaylia Woolley ’52 Att, Sept. 26, TX
Curtis B. Wright ’56, Sept. 11, UT
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IN MEMORIAM

Through October 15, 2013

1960s		

Theo B. Alder ’61, Aug. 26, ID
Daurel H. Barnes ’69MS, Aug. 18, UT
Max Leon Baty ’60, ’65MS, Aug. 25, UT
Vina L. Belnap (Barnes) ’68, Sept. 1, ID
Clifford H. Bergera ’66, ’69MFA, 		
Sept. 27, UT
Laura Lee Berntson ’63 Att, Sept. 6, WA
James E. Bowns ’61, ’63MS, ’74PHD, 		
Sept. 14, UT
Jerry E. Boyns ’65, Jul. 14, CA
Dennis C. Brown ’61, Aug. 21, TX
Stephen C. Carroll ’62, ’94MS, Oct. 7, UT
Glen E. Checketts ’60, Aug. 24, UT
Dewayne W. Christensen ’65MED, 		
Sept. 13, ID
Judy Cragun (Turley) ’62 Att, Aug. 12, CO
Curtis L. Dagley ’67, Aug. 19, ID
Val Dahle ’61, Aug. 24, UT
Ralph D. Dalton ’64, Sept. 11, UT
Patty Y. Egan (Yeates) ’69 Att, Aug. 15, UT
Barry M. Espil ’68, Aug. 28, CA
Sandra S. Everton ’61 Att, Aug. 19, UT
Virginia Smith Felter ’64, Oct. 3, UT
Warren K. Grames ’69, Aug. 15, UT
Ambassador Lynn M. Hansen ’60, 		
Oct. 4, UT
Gloria Thompson Heiner ’60, Aug. 24, CA
Harold F. Hinton ’68, Sept. 27, UT
Gordan A. Jones ’61 Att, Aug. 15, UT
Jeneane King (Campbell) ’68, Sept. 23, VA
Laura Chadwick Kump ’65MS, Oct. 11, UT
Arnold J. Larson ’68, Oct. 5, UT
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Philip J. Norgaard ’68, Aug. 6, CA
Ina S. Norton ’62, Aug. 22, CA
Jay Sparrow ’64 Att, Aug. 21, UT
Larry L. Teeter ’66, Apr. 28, CA
Herman P. Valentijn ’63MS, Feb. 17, CA
Roy W. Whitehouse ’63, Sept. 21, UT
Van A. Wiley ’61 Att, Oct. 10, UT

1970s		

Donald G. Bradshaw ’71 Att, Sept. 2, ID
Aleida Keereweer Cronin ’74 Att, 		
Sept. 28, FL
Cleon O. Davies ’70, Sept. 17, UT
Lynn Dudley ’77, ’80MS, Sept. 11, FL
Timothy L. Heaps ’75, Aug. 30, CA
Leland P. Hofeling ’71, Jul. 30, AZ
Jean Allen Jensen ’73 Att, Aug. 17, UT
Royce A. Jensen ’72 Att, Sept. 21, ID
Suzan C. Johnson (Skelton) ’76 Att, 		
Sept. 7, UT
Fredrick S. Liljegren ’74, Aug. 22, UT
Joyce Furness Luke ’70, Jul. 23, ID
Galen W. Miller ’79, Aug. 22, VA
LeiOma Anne Wolf ’72 Att, Aug. 16, UT
				
1980s		
Michael R. Anderson ’87, Oct. 6, MD
Mary E. Silva Brown ’82, Sept. 15, UT
Kim Chournos ’81, Sept. 25, ID
Bryan F. Crist ’82, Aug. 15, UT

David P. Kay ’80 Att, Aug. 7, UT
Iris M. Ramsey ’85, Mar. 31, UT
Duane David Simon ’87 Att, Sept. 22, UT
Bonnie Smith ’84, Sept. 9, UT
Beverly V. Wiberg ’81MED, Sept. 20, UT
Matthew M. Yorgason ’83, Oct. 12, UT

1990s		

Brian K. Diamond ’96, Oct. 4, UT
Toby W. Kranek ’91 Att, Sept. 5, UT
David M. Parker ’89, Aug. 20, NC
Nancy Roberts ’94MS, Sept. 24, UT
Brooke Morris Zundel ’91 Att, Sept. 18, WA
			
2000s		
Travis L. Kidman ’01, Oct. 11, UT
Paul D. Lamb ’05, Sept. 30, UT
Aaron G. Matern ’00 Att, Aug. 18, UT
Ann A. Richardson ’00 Att, Aug. 31, UT
			
2010s		
Eric S. Anderson ’11 Att, Aug. 26, UT
David Daniel Delbecq ’14 Att, Aug. 25, UT
Lynne P. Kerecman ’15 Att, Aug. 25, UT

FRIENDS

Caine Alder Oct. 7
Donald W. Anderson Aug. 16, UT
Mina M. Anderson (Roundy) Aug. 22, UT
Bruce Ballard Sept. 9, UT
Landell Ballard Sept. 20, UT
Gwen Barney Aug. 24, UT
Isabel H. Cannon Sept. 28, UT
Jack D. Cazier Sept. 2, UT
David Chaplin Aug. 23, UT
Anthony A. Costanza Sept. 21, UT
Joy D. Covey Sept. 18, CA
Leland A. Gamette Aug. 20, UT
James Gill Sept. 14, UT
Renae W. Gittins Aug. 16, UT
William Good Sept. 23, UT
Loren Greer Oct. 9, UT
Thomas Hamby Sept. 1, UT
Gary K. Harmon Aug. 24, UT
Thomas Harrison Aug. 12, UT
Ronald D. Hawkins Oct. 1, NV
David B. Jones Sept. 6, SD
Henry Kind Sept. 7, UT
Tony Koeven Oct. 5, UT
Gary W. Larson Sept. 5, UT
Aileen Chambers Minkler Sept. 2, UT
Ina Seely Morgan Sept. 25, UT
Joan L. Mortensen Sept. 25, UT
Virgil D. Nay Sept. 15, UT
David Nebeker Sept. 29, UT
Vickie Nicholls Sept. 14, UT
Charles Nickerson Oct. 4, UT
Richard F. North Sept. 22, UT
Marcia Olch Sept. 4, UT
Eva Orton Sept. 8, UT
Irene Payne Oct. 7, UT
Reed K. Petersen Sept. 25, UT
Victor Y. Phillips Sept. 4
Eldon W. Reed Sept. 10, UT
David Reiser Aug. 12, UT
Edmund Rochford Aug. 30, UT
Geraldine Sagers Aug. 28, UT
Earl G. Saunders Sept. 1, UT
Carl H. Shaver Aug. 7, ID
John R. Shipp Sept. 3, UT
Beverly J. Smith Sept. 11, UT
Howard J. Smith Aug. 16, UT
Ralph Stoddard Aug. 22, UT
Russell Swonger Aug. 14, UT
Ben Terashima Sept. 3, UT
Drew Thompson Sept. 14, UT
Gary Lynn Tucker Sept. 20, TX
Betty T. Voll (Taskar) Oct. 1, UT
Eunice Walker Sept. 17, UT
Gary F. Wilkinson Sept. 27, UT
Imogene Wood (Roberts) Aug. 23, UT
Leon W. Woodfield Oct. 2, UT

			

ATTENDERS		

Kirk Alger Aug. 18, UT
Kevin S. Bell Aug. 25, UT
Glade E. Booth Oct. 11, UT
Sterling D. Breinholt Sept. 3, UT
Angela M. Burton (Moser) Oct. 3, UT
Shelbey C. Christensen Aug. 19, UT
Heather Ann Davis Oct. 7, UT
Joyce Edwards (Call) Aug. 18, UT
Boyd Ellis Jun. 30, UT
Randy John Gittins Oct. 4, UT
Vernal R. Gray Oct. 9, UT
Gregory Milt Littlefield Sept. 16, UT
Pauline M. Martinez Sept. 10, UT
Janice W. Mounteer Oct. 6, UT
Braydon E. Nielsen Sept. 3, UT
Barbara O. Peacock (Olsen) Aug. 17, UT
Kent Simms Sept. 6, UT
Steven L. Thornton Oct. 11, UT
Ralph Walters Aug. 19, UT
Ken R. Wells Sept. 21, UT
Alice Wilson (Grange) Feb. 10, UT
Manuel Abeyta, Aug. 4, CA
Muriel Atwood (Lovett) Att, Aug. 15, UT
Darwin Robert Baird Att, Sept. 30, UT
Melvina Belnap (Barnes) Att, Sept. 3
Leland J. Birch Att, Sept. 22, UT
Thomas E. Bladen Att, Aug. 27, UT
Jack M. Brown Att, Sept. 13
Curtis C. Caldwell Att, Sept. 9, UT
Karma Conn (Nielsen) Att, Oct. 2, UT
Margie Murdock Dean Att, Aug. 22, UT
Thomas Jay Dunford Att, Oct. 4
Darius Eardley Att, Aug. 14
Sharon Bullock Eggleston Att, Oct. 1, UT
Flora Elaine Freeman Att, Oct. 7, UT
W. Dean Gibson Att, Oct. 5, ID
Elon Redford Griffin Att, Aug. 1, UT
L. Eldon Hansen Att, Aug. 28, UT
Loran B. Hatch Att, Aug. 8, ID
Elaine Lichfield Henderson Att, Sept. 26, UT
Ann Todd Hess Att, Sept. 1
Eleanor Grimshaw Heywood Att, Aug. 19, UT
Eileen Hyer Jensen Att, Sept. 16, ID
Beatrice Clawson Larsen Att, Sept. 2, UT
Marilyn Thurston Manning Att, Sept. 21, UT
Steven Ray Matthews Att, Sept. 12, AZ
Archie McCarrie, Sept. 18, UT
Relda S. McGregor (Smith) Att, Sept. 8, ID
Ralph Conrad Nelson Att, Sept. 30, UT
Corky Nichols, Sept. 2, UT
Dee Luke Ramsdell Att, Oct. 11, UT
Elaine Fonnesbeck Rasmuson ’39, Aug. 16, UT
Hope Rodgers (Wood) Att, Aug. 11, OR
William Sadler Att, Oct. 5, UT
Joseph T. Shigley Att, Sept. 12, UT
Wayne O. Stock Att, Sept. 4, ID
Donna L. Stoddard (Lloyd) Att, Sept. 23, ID
Tom Taskar, Sept. 20, UT
Mark Snow Whiting Att, Oct. 1, UT
McRay Wood Att, Oct. 1, UT
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Wells Fargo has the products, services, and tools that
help make your banking easy:
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